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Background

“Last September, I set out a provisional two-year decision. 

I said that we planned to get back to pre-pandemic grading 

in 2023, and that 2022 results would broadly reflect a mid-

way point between 2021 and 2019.”

The Chief Regulator of Ofqual

WARNING



We have been told there are going to be less Grade 4s and 

Grade 5s awarded in 22/23

This does not have to be you!



Grade 5 is the new Grade 4. 

FACT.

Everybody needs to aim for the highest possible grade 

they can achieve.



• Be on time – Late candidates disrupt others, your paper will not necessarily be 

marked by the Exam Board.

• NEA – Non-exam assessments (NEA)/Controlled Hours (BTECs – Unit 3) are, in 

fact, exams sat in classrooms. You must complete all the allocated hours. Art, DT, 

Drama, Engineering, Food & Catering, PE, Music, all BTECs, iMedia, and 

Enterprise & Marketing.

• Correct uniform must be worn for all exams.

• Have access to the JCQ exam candidate literature including the ‘Warning and 

Information to Candidates’ (on Showbie).

• No mobile phones and watches – two this year, no grades.

• Be able to access your school e-mail account.

To be Successful in your Exams:



If you do not attend, you will not achieve your potential and you 

put yourself at risk of seriously underperforming. FACT.

Attendance



Attendance
&

Punctuality



Emmie Williams

HEAD OF ENGLISH



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE + LITERATURE

WHAT ARE WE WORKING TOWARDS?
GCSE X2

EXAM BOARD: AQA

7.5 HOURS



EWWhat Units of Work/Assessments will we do in Year 10?

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Modern Drama:
'Blood Brothers' or
'An Inspector Calls'

Anthology Poetry
Love + Relationships

(15 poems)

Language Paper 1 Shakespeare
'Romeo and Juliet'

or 'Macbeth'

Sept
Oct
Nov

Nov
Dec
Jan

Jan
Feb

March

April
May
June

Assessment:
November

Assessment:
January

Assessment:
March

Assessment:
June

Thursday
10.11.22

6 poems studied
in Year 9



EWPreparation for Thursday



EWRevision materials available:

▸GCSE POD: particularly good for revision of Literature texts

▸PIXL App: revision of Literature texts - new to students this week

▸BBC Bitesize: 'revise' and 'test' options on all Literature texts

▸Mr Bruff : YouTube clips for the Anthology Poetry

▸Seneca Learning: slides and questions for Language and Literature

▸Showbie: past papers, model answers, mark schemes, revision 
resources, available on iPads

▸Quizlet: for key terminology/vocabulary

▸Department revision sessions

▸English exercise books

▸Past papers from AQA and their mark schemes to choose specimen questions to 
complete (available on the AQA website/paper copies from the Library)



EW

CGP REVISION GUIDES

▸CGP revision guides to support any of the Literature texts that we are studying,

for example:

‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Blood Brothers’, ‘Macbeth’, 'Romeo and Juliet’,

‘Love and Relationships Poetry’ £2.85 each

▸CGP GCSE AQA English Language

‘Complete Revision and Practice’ £5.50

You do not need to buy all of them

– students will know which texts they are studying.



EWSomething for the journey home…

▸What is the play about?

▸What are the playwright’s views on class and how do you know?

▸What techniques does the playwright use to show his views on class 
and which technique do you think is the most effective?



SARA JAQUES

HEAD OF MATHS 



What am I working towards?

Paper 1 (Calculator allowed)
Paper 2 (Calculator not allowed)
Paper 3 (Calculator allowed)
All papers carry equal weighting. 
The topics you are learning will be randomly spread across the three 

papers.
Exam board/ code: OCR/ J560

Foundation and Higher– 3 x 1hr 30 mins

The GCSE Maths exam in the Summer of year 11...



What assessments will I do in 
in Year 10?

Four assessments in year 10:
• Three Unit exam papers (60 minutes).
Two of these in the classroom, one in the exam hall.

• A past GCSE paper (90 minutes) in the exam hall.

The first two Unit exam is taking place this Friday.

WHAT WILL BE ON THE ASSESSMENTS?

• See the Green Unit overviews on Showbie.
• Note: each assessment interleaves
questions on topics from the previous units.

Your friends in other 
Maths classes may 
be on a different 
Maths pathway to 
you, so may be 
working on different 
topics.
Your teacher will 
make it clear to 
you which topics will 
be included in each 
Unit assessment. If 
in any doubt, always 
ask.



How do I practise?

• Showbie/ Green overview sheets folder- for detail of the content 
being assessed.

• Your exercise book/ folder- Gold Exit cards/ Key Classwork

• Your personal PROGRESS BOOK with focused DIT work

on your identified topics following each assessment.

• Personal access to:

Sparx Maths - Independent learning section- tutorials and online 
questions with immediate feedback.

Mathswatch- Video clips and online questions with immediate 
feedback.

https://hegartymaths.com/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/


It is essential that Maths equipment 
is brought to each lesson

• CALCULATOR – must be scientific

• The Casio model is easier to use

• Protractor

• Compasses

• Ruler

• Pencil

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=maths+set+image&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1Hc8SGLIhRQO4M&tbnid=P0430yvd16b15M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.theworks.co.uk/p/stationery/helix-value-maths-set/079252319598/&ei=vQ03Uq_XK8ijhgfOjYCQCg&psig=AFQjCNFkgS4f2qPdhoqM2bgrASbDOp_BAw&ust=1379426038230693


Where do I find past exam 
questions and papers?

We have two Maths revision areas...

Showbie Code for Foundation: K2WWR
Showbie Code for Higher: H97H7

… where you will find past GCSE Maths exam papers with our worked 
solutions, mark schemes, walkthrough videos and much, much more. All 
designed to support you in preparing for those Year 11 GCSE exams.

VERY USEFUL- Corbett Maths free website

www.corbettmaths.com

“5 a day” -5 questions every day (with solutions)

http://www.corbettmaths.com/


PRACTISE MAKES 
PERMANENT

1. Revision guide- yours to keep... so write in them, highlight key info, add 
post-its

2. Revision cards (are available for purchase via parent pay for £7)

Taking control now = more confidence now and less revision later



Clare
stamper

HEAD OF SCIENCE



SCIENCE
What am I working towards?

Combined Science: Trilogy Triple Science

Number of exams 2 x biology
2 x chemistry
2 x physics

2 x biology
2 x chemistry
2 x physics

Length of exams I hour 15 min (7.5 hours total) 1 hour 45 min (10.5 hours total)

Exam board AQA AQA

Grades available 1 - 9 1 - 9

Tiers of entry Foundation (1-5)
Higher (4-9)

Foundation (1-5)
Higher (4-9)

GCSEs awarded Two e.g. 55, 65. Three separate grades

All exams 
are 

calculator 
exams



Combined Science: Trilogy
Where am I at the moment?



Triple Science
Where am I at the moment?



What assessments will I sit this 
year?

Semester 
1

Semester 
2 (Jan)

Semester 
3 (Apr)

End of 
year exam

Combined 
Science: 
Trilogy

Year 9
recap

Biology 
paper 1

Chemistry 
paper 1

Physics 
paper 1

Biology Year 9
recap

B2. 
Organisation

Biology 
paper 1

Biology 
paper 1

Chemistry

Year 9
recap

C1. Atomic 
structure & 

periodic 
table.

C2. Structure 
& bonding

C4. Chemical 
changes

Chemistry 
paper 1

Physics
Year 9
recap

Physics 
paper 1

Physics 
paper 1 + P5. 

Forces

Physics 
paper 1

Caution!
The content within each 
topic varies 
slightly between 
Combined Science and 
Triple Science, and 
between foundation and 
higher tiers.

Your friends might be sitting a 
different course or 
tier of entry and therefore 
might be doing something a 
bit different to you.
Please contact your science 
teacher directly if you have 
queries about revision.



• CALCULATOR – must be scientific

• Ruler

• Pencil

• Protractor

It is essential that the correct
equipment is brought to each 

lesson

Up to 
30 

marks 
per 

paper.



What will be tested in the exam Revised
C1 – Elements compounds and mixtures

C1 – Formula and equations

C1 – The history of the atom

C1 – Atomic structure and isotopes

C1 – Electronic structure

C1 – Development of the periodic table

C1 – Metals and non-metals

C1 – Group 0 and Group 1

C1 - Group 7

C1 – Transition metals

1. Check 
what will be 
tested.

Qu Topic Mark Total 

marks

RAG

1

Rate of reaction

Surface area

Graph drawing

8 11

R: 0-3

A: 4-7

G: 8-11

2 Catalysts 5 10

R: 0-3

A: 4-7

G: 8-10

3

Required practical and 

calculating the rate of 

reaction.

6 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

4 Fractional distillation 5 9

R: 0-3

A: 5-6

G: 7-9

5
Atom structure

Alkanes
3 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

6 Fractional distillation 4 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

7

Hydrocarbons

Cracking

Fractional distillation

8 9

R: 0-3

A: 5-6

G: 7-9

2. Use your 
personalised 
feedback to identify 
your priorities. Start 
by revising your reds 
and ambers. 

WWW: You have followed the correct structure for 
an evaluation question, well done.
Excellent use of ‘whereas’ to ensure that you have 
compared techniques.
EBI: Include as much detail as you can in your 
answers      e.g. point 4, expand on ‘bad for the body’ 
– dangerous for pregnant women, can cause 
mutations etc. 



Where do I find the 
revision material?

You were all bought a 
revision guide

Showbie

Power points 
outlining the key 

concepts.

Knowledge mats, 
quizzes, 

independence 
booklets –

tailored to all 
revision styles. 

Trilogy - CRZTN

Triple – 9GN2W

BBC bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesiz
e/levels/z98jmp3

Seneca learning 
https://senecalearning.com/e
n-GB/

Free science lessons 
https://www.freesciencelesso
ns.co.uk/

Revision guide Online

Remember to select single (Triple) 
or combined science (Trilogy) where 

necessary.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/


Where do I find past 
questions?

• The library resource centre is a great place to start. 

• Your revision guide and the Year 11 Showbie groups also contain example 
questions. 

Make sure that you select the correct course:

• AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

• AQA GCSE Biology

• AQA GCSE Chemistry

• AQA GCSE Physics

And the correct tier of entry

• Foundation

• Higher



Careers Lead

Kim Snowdon



Work Experience Week 
20th – 24th March



Work Experience Top Tips!

•Choose something you will enjoy!
•Getting in early is the key to success.
•Use your contacts/family/friends.
•Work Experience lessons in Life Skills lessons after Christmas.
•Polite phone calls generally get the best results. Practice before 
calling!
•Chase but gently, no more than once a week.
•A list of last year's placements are available.
•Help available in the Careers Office. Pop and see us!
•Parents can sign up to use Unifrog as a student.
•Out of county placements may need extra time.
•No alternative available in school - all year group out on placement.



What is Unifrog? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7S3wWFKm-o

Placement tool: 
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/parent-guides/unifrog-
placements-tool-faqs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7S3wWFKm-o
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/parent-guides/unifrog-placements-tool-faqs


Work Experience Photos



Go to www.unifrog.org/



Deputy Headteacher

Safeguarding Update

Mr Mather



Safeguarding update:

• If you have a concern about your child’s safety, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school and you will be put in contact with a member of 
staff who can help.

• If we are not the best professionals to deal with it ourselves, we will 
be able to sign post you to expert support.

• Key staff members in school: Mr Mather, Ms Bennetts, Mrs McGee-
Harrison, Mrs F Williams.



Head of Year 10

Mr Reading



Your GCSE 
journey.
Your future.



Important 
Dates for your 
diary

Month Key dates

October 20th October Start of year report emailed home

November 8th November
w/c 7th November

Year 10 information evening
Year 10 Semesters tests begin

December w/c 5th December
15th December

Year 10 reports home
GCSE RE timetable collapse day

January 11th January
w/c 23rd January

GCSE RE timetable collapse day 2
Year 10 Semesters tests begin (2nd set)

March 14th March
20th March
w/c 27th March

Subject review evening
Work experience week starts
Year 10 reports home

April w/c 24th April Year 10 Semesters tests begin (3rd set)

June w/c 26th June Year 10 mock exams start

July w/c 3rd July
w/c 17th July

Year 10 mock exams week 2
Year 10 report home



You will have received an 

email copy of this report; 

these are also on 
the Virtual School under 
the 'Assessment Report' 

tab .

Please let us know if you 

would like a paper copy.



Revision techniques

With thanks to ‘mrthortonteach’ for access to ‘How do 
we revise’ strategies handout and XPatEducation for 

sharing Retrieval Practice.



•Start now

•Ask, ask, ask!

•Make a realistic timetable, share with home 

and tutor

•Go to school led revision sessions

•Find a space at home to work

•Use the ‘3 Cogs of Revision’

•Do what you love alongside school work



3. Practice exam questions

Take what you have learnt and 
have a go! Do this first with notes…

then without.

What does the question want from 
you? Take time to work it out…

highlight key words and command 
words.

2. Content  

Do you know the 
facts/content/methods? 

Summarise, read and 
learn the main ideas. For 
ideas, check the 'Ways to 

Revise' list on the next 

page.

1. Check WHAT you

need to revise

Use the revision guide and look 

at the course content for your 

subjects. Red/Amber/Green it, 
then go ahead and revise, 

starting with the Red.

The 3 Cogs



How to revise 
– tips on 
Showbie



COG 3 - Know the Paper




