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Background

“Last September, I set out a provisional two-year decision. 

I said that we planned to get back to pre-pandemic grading 

in 2023, and that 2022 results would broadly reflect a mid-

way point between 2021 and 2019.”

The Chief Regulator of Ofqual

WARNING



We have been told there are going to be less Grade 4s and 

Grade 5s awarded in 22/23

This does not have to be you!



Grade 5 is the new Grade 4. 

FACT.

Everybody needs to aim for the highest possible grade 

they can achieve.



• Be on time – Late candidates disrupt others, your paper will not necessarily be 

marked by the Exam Board.

• NEA – Non-exam assessments (NEA)/Controlled Hours (BTECs – Unit 3) are, in 

fact, exams sat in classrooms. You must complete all the allocated hours. Art, DT, 

Drama, Engineering, Food & Catering, PE, Music, all BTECs, iMedia, and 

Enterprise & Marketing.

• Correct uniform must be worn for all exams.

• Have access to the JCQ exam candidate literature including the ‘Warning and 

Information to Candidates’ (on Showbie).

• No mobile phones and watches – two this year, no grades.

• Be able to access your school e-mail account.

To be Successful in your Exams:



If you do not attend, you will not achieve your potential and 

you put yourself at risk of seriously underperforming. FACT.

Attendance



Head of Year 11

Gareth Herring



Stepping Stones

Science Experiments

Dance Productions

Plays and Performances

Christmas Concerts

Whole School Assemblies in the 
Sports Hall

Helping with Open Evenings

Year 7 TG

Remote Learning

Ten Tors

Sports Fixtures

Work Experience

The Journey So Far 

Year 11 Enrichment/Vocational 
Courses 

DofE Award



Your year. 

Your future.

216 days. 



September 
English 

Speaking and 

Listening exams 

October Mock exams

revision begins 

November 
GCSE Mock

exams

start – all 

subjects 

December Mock exams

results handout 

Year 11

reports

sent home

Year 11 Key Dates: Autumn Term 

8th December

Parents’ 

Evening #1

Post-16 college 

open

evenings

begin

Wednesday 

Enrichment/

Vocational

begins

Mock careers

interviews

begin

New Prefect 

team 

appointed



January
Revision classes 

for 
all subjects begin

GCSE Mock 
exams – all 

subjects  

February
Mock exams 
conclude – all 

subjects 

Revision classes
continue

Year 11 report 
#2 sent home

Revision classes 
continue

March Revision classes
continue

23rd March

Parents’ Eve #2

April Revision classes
continue

May GCSE exams 
begin

Year 11 Key Dates: Spring Term

28th March

Awards Evening

Study Hall begins

End-of-year Prom 
planning 



June
Study Hall 

continues

July

August

September

Year 11 Key Dates: Summer Term 

Date TBC

Year 11 PromGCSEs continue

24th August

GCSE Results 

Day

Leavers’ 

assembly

….?



Curriculum Enrichment

✓ Widest vocational offer in the South-

West secondary sector.

✓ Minimum of 90 minutes of dedicated 

enrichment per week.

✓ Helps build working relationships.

✓ Links to post-16 pathways.

✓ Personal study time with guided revision 

techniques.

✓ Student-led with teacher support.



Head of English

Emmie Williams



November Mocks: English Language Paper 1 and Paper 2

English Language Paper 1 English Language Paper 2

Explorations in creative reading and 

writing

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

1 hour 45 minutes 1 hour 45 minutes

Total: 80 marks Total: 80 marks

Section A - Reading

Q1: Information retrieval

Q2: Language analysis

Q3: Structure analysis 

Q4: Evaluation/response to statement

(40 marks)

Section A - Reading

Q1: True statements 

Q2: Summary/inference 

Q3: Language analysis 

Q4: Comparison of views/feelings

(40 marks)

Section B – Writing

Writing to describe

(40 marks)

(24 for content; 16 for technical 

accuracy)

Section B – Writing

Writing to argue, persuade, explain

(40 marks)

(24 for content; 16 for technical 

accuracy)



November Mocks: English Language Paper 1 & 2 

English Language Paper 1 English Language Paper 2

Explorations in creative reading and 

writing

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

1 hour 45 minutes 1 hour 45 minutes

Total: 80 marks Total: 80 marks

Section A - Reading

Q1: Information retrieval

Q2: Language analysis

Q3: Structure analysis 

Q4: Evaluation/response to statement

(40 marks)

Section A - Reading

Q1: True statements 

Q2: Summary/inference 

Q3: Language analysis 

Q4: Comparison of views/feelings

(40 marks)

Section B – Writing

Writing to describe

(40 marks)

(24 for content; 16 for technical 

accuracy)

Section B – Writing

Writing to argue, persuade, explain

(40 marks)

(24 for content; 16 for technical 

accuracy)

Ask to read through your child’s 

Writing to Describe/Writing to 

Argue

Encourage your child to time 

their answers - set a timer

Ask to see your child’s flashcards 

- test them on the formulas for 

each of these questions

Encourage your child to work 

through practice papers

How can you support your child 

at home?

Ensure they have x4 highlighters 



• GCSE POD – particularly good for revision of Literature texts

• BBC Bitesize – 'revise' and 'test' options on all Literature texts

• Seneca Learning – revision app for Language and Literature

• Mr Bruff – YouTube clips for all questions/papers

• Showbie – a wealth of revision resources

• Quizlet – for key terminology/vocabulary

• Department revision sessions

• English exercise books

• CGP revision guides for English Language Paper 1+2 and all Literature texts

• Past papers from AQA and their mark schemes to choose specimen questions to complete                      

(available on the AQA website/paper copies from the Library)

Language Paper 1 and 2

1. Revise key linguistic and 

structural devices: spellings + 

definitions – try QUIZLET

2. Revise the formulas for answering 

Q1, Q2, Q3 + Q4

3. Try a practice paper: Section A     

Time yourself 1 hour/1 hour 15

4. Look at your Mock Exam paper

– try to improve on the 

questions you’ve done

5.   Read through your English book 

6. Do some activities from the

CGP Revision Guide for the

questions that you struggle

with the most

7.   Look through the resources on

Showbie for Paper 2

8. Read model answers for each Q

9. Use the available websites and

apps – see which ones suit you

and your learning style

10.  Listen to Mr Bruff on YouTube

11.  Plan some Section B ‘Argue’,

‘Persuade’ and ‘Explain’ 

responses in detail

12.  Write a timed Section B

response (45 mins/56 mins)

Revision Resources Available



January Mocks: English Literature Paper 1 and Paper 2 

English Literature Paper 1 English Literature Paper 2

Shakespeare and

19th century novel

Modern texts, anthology poetry and unseen 

poetry

1 hour 45 minutes 2 hours 15 minutes

Total: 64 marks Total: 96 marks

Section A – Shakespeare

‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’

(30 marks +4 SPAG)

Section A – Modern Drama

‘Blood Brothers’ or ‘An Inspector Calls’

(30 marks +4 SPAG)

Section B – 19th Century Novel

‘A Christmas Carol’ or

‘Frankenstein’

(30 marks)

Section B – Anthology Poetry

‘Love and relationships’ cluster

(30 marks)

Section C - Unseen Poetry

Unseen poem 1 (24 marks)

Unseen poem 2 (8 marks)



Head of Maths

Sara Jaques 



GCSE Maths Exam Format

Paper 1 (Calculator allowed)

Paper 2 (Calculator not allowed)

Paper 3 (Calculator allowed)

All papers will be sat in summer 2023 and carry equal weighting.

Topics will be mixed across the three papers.

Exam board: OCR

Exam code: J560

Foundation and Higher – 3 x 1 hour 30 mins



It is essential that Maths equipment is 
brought to each lesson

• CALCULATOR – must be scientific

• Casio brand (easy to use)

• Protractor

• Compasses

• Ruler

• Pencil

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=maths+set+image&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1Hc8SGLIhRQO4M&tbnid=P0430yvd16b15M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.theworks.co.uk/p/stationery/helix-value-maths-set/079252319598/&ei=vQ03Uq_XK8ijhgfOjYCQCg&psig=AFQjCNFkgS4f2qPdhoqM2bgrASbDOp_BAw&ust=1379426038230693


Supporting Maths Revision

Online Resources

• Personal access to:

Sparx Maths-- Short tutorials and online questions with immediate feedback..

Mathswatch - Video clips and online questions with immediate feedback.

Times Tables Rock Stars - Don’t underestimate the importance of knowing your times tables.

Corbett Maths - Free website www.corbettmaths.com

Short tutorials, exam questions – ‘Five a day’ - Five questions every day (with solutions)

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://ttrockstars.com/login
http://www.corbettmaths.com/


Supporting Maths Revision

Other Resources

• Past exam papers - with teacher analysis

• Bookmarks



Supporting Maths Revision

Other Resources

• Revision material on Showbie, e.g. past exam questions with worked 
solutions mark schemes, specific topic worksheets with answers, 
links to walkthrough videos of our teachers completing Maths exam 
papers, and much more.

Showbie Code for Foundation: K2WWR

Showbie Code for Higher: H97H7

• Maths past papers from the Library

• Maths GCSE revision guides

• Maths revision cards – available to buy on ParentPay - £7.00

• Teacher lunchtime & after-school support has already started...



Maths

Organised

Revision 

At

Lunchtime

Everyday

Morale

Collect a stamp at the end of each

'Maths Organised Revision At Lunchtime  

Everyday' session.

Collect six stamps for your complimentary

hot chocolate – the works! Includes cream & 

itty bitty marshmallows.

Maths Revision Sessions

In M1, 12.50pm -1.05pm



New for this year...

Year 11 Past Paper Society

Practice Makes Permanent

MONDAYS IN M1



Head of Science

Clare Stamper



Science

Exam Summary

Combined Science: Trilogy Triple Science

Number of exams 2 x Biology

2 x Chemistry

2 x Physics

2 x Biology

2 x Chemistry

2 x Physics

Length of exams 1 hour 15 min (7.5 hours total) 1 hour 45 min (10.5 hours total)

Exam board AQA AQA

Grades available 1 - 9 1 - 9

Tiers of entry Foundation (1-5)

Higher (4-9)

Foundation (1-5)

Higher (4-9)

GCSEs awarded Two, e.g. 55, 65. Three separate grades

All exams are 

calculator exams



Science

What will I be assessed on?

• Biology 1 paper (B1-B4)

• Chemistry 1 paper (C1-C5)

• Physics 1 paper (P1-P4)

You have covered all this work in Years 9 & 10

• Biology paper 2 (B5-B7)

• Chemistry paper 2 (C6-C10)

• Physics paper 2 (P5-P7) (P8 for Triple)

Caution!

The content within each topic varies slightly between 

Combined Science and Triple Science, and between 

Foundation and Higher Tiers.

Your friends might be sitting a different course or tier 

of entry and therefore might be doing something a bit 

different to you.

Please contact your Science teacher directly if you have 

queries about revision.



• CALCULATOR – must be scientific

• Ruler

• Pencil

• Protractor

It is essential that the correct
equipment is brought to each lesson

Up to 30 

marks per 

paper



What will be tested in the exam Revised
C1 – Elements, compounds and mixtures

C1 – Formula and equations

C1 – The history of the atom

C1 – Atomic structure and isotopes

C1 – Electronic structure   

C1 – Development of the periodic table   

C1 – Metals and non-metals   

C1 – Group 0 and Group 1   

C1 - Group 7   

C1 – Transition metals

1. Check what 

will be tested.

Qu Topic Mark Total 

marks

RAG

1

Rate of reaction 

Surface area

Graph drawing 

8 11

R: 0-3

A: 4-7

G: 8-11

2 Catalysts 5 10

R: 0-3

A: 4-7

G: 8-10

3
Required practical and 

calculating the rate of reaction. 
6 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

4 Fractional distillation 5 9

R: 0-3

A: 5-6

G: 7-9

5
Atom structure

Alkanes
3 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

6 Fractional distillation 4 8

R: 0-3

A: 4-5

G: 6-8

7

Hydrocarbons

Cracking

Fractional distillation 

8 9

R: 0-3

A: 5-6

G: 7-9

2. Use your 

personalised feedback 

to identify your 

priorities. Start by 

revising your Reds 

and Ambers.

WWW: You have followed the correct structure for an 

evaluation question, well done.

Excellent use of ‘whereas’ to ensure that you have compared 

techniques.

EBI: Include as much detail as you can in your answers, e.g. 

point 4, expand on ‘bad for the body’ – dangerous for 

pregnant women, can cause mutations, etc. 



Where do I find the revision 

material?

You were all bought a 

revision guide

Showbie

PowerPoints

outlining the key 

concepts

Knowledge mats, 

quizzes, 

independence 

booklets – tailored 

to all revision styles
Trilogy - CRZTN

Triple – 9GN2W

BBC bitesize 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/level

s/z98jmp3

Seneca learning 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Free science lessons 

https://www.freesciencelessons.co.u

k/

Revision guide Online

Remember to select Single (Triple) or 

Combined Science (Trilogy) where 

necessary.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/


Where do I find past 

questions?

• The Library Resource Centre is a great place to start.

• Your revision guide and the Year 11 Showbie groups also contain example questions.

Make sure that you select the correct course:

• AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

• AQA GCSE Biology

• AQA GCSE Chemistry

• AQA GCSE Physics

And the correct tier of entry

• Foundation

• Higher



Deputy Headteacher

Beth Laing



Collect a copy of your 

report today.

These are also on the 

Virtual School under the 

'Assessment Report' tab, 

and were e-mailed 

yesterday.



•Start now

•Ask, ask, ask!

•Make a realistic timetable, share with home 

and tutor

•Go to revision sessions 

•Find a space at home to work

•Use the ‘3 Cogs of Revision’

•Do what you love alongside school work



3. Practice exam questions

Take what you have learnt and 
have a go! Do this first with notes…

then without.

What does the question want from 
you? Take time to work it out…

highlight key words and command 
words.

2. Content  

Do you know the 
facts/content/methods? 

Summarise, read and 
learn the main ideas. For 
ideas, check the 'Ways to 

Revise' list on the next 

page.

1. Check WHAT you

need to revise

Use the revision guide and look 

at the course content for your 

subjects. Red/Amber/Green it, 
then go ahead and revise, 

starting with the Red.

The 3 Cogs



How to revise 
– tips on 
Showbie



COG 3 - Know the Paper



Wellbeing and Being You





Assistant Headteacher

Kate Blackburn



Post-16 Courses and Grades 

• Grades open door to life chances.

• See your GCSEs as the first step towards living your dream.

• Don’t shut off any options by not doing your best in all subjects, 
regardless of your college requirements.



Post-16 Courses and Grades 

• Students who do not gain a Grade 4 in English and/or Maths, will need to re-
study and re-take those exams alongside their chosen post-16 course.

• Students who do not gain a Grade 4 in English and/or Maths limit the courses 
they are able to start on and often have to study for an extra year at college.

• Get it right here first time to allow more time at college to do the things you 
enjoy.

• Quote from an ex-student:

“I didn’t realise the impact of not achieving a pass in Maths or English would 
have at college. If I could have my time again, I would have tried harder the first 

time.”



Post 16 Courses



Post 16 Courses and Grades 

• Over the next five months, you will all have a careers interview here at school.

• These are really important as they help you to plan for your next steps, including the 
courses available for the subjects or vocations you hope to choose next year.

• You will look at your projected grades and talk through what grades you will need to 
be accepted on to your next course or apprenticeship.

• Your January Mock grades will be used on your college application form when 
applying for your next course; these will be discussed at your college/apprenticeship 

interviews. 

• E-mail our Careers Lead on ksnowdon@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk if you have 
any questions regarding supporting your child through the post-16 process.

mailto:ksnowdon@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk


Head of Year 11

Gareth Herring


